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JUDGING YOURSELF?
As we apply Jesus' words to our own hearts and minds and wills, He opens our eyes to see ourselves as He sees us. And when we're tempted to judge others with condemnation, we see that God teaches us to be discerning about ourselves first and foremost. 
BEARING FRUIT - In Luke 6:43-45, Jesus explains how just as we discern whether a tree is good or bad by the fruit it produces, so it is with human hearts. Our tongues reveal what is inside. We also reveal what is inside by examining the fruit of our lives. And a branch can't bear good fruit if it is separated from the plant. So it is with human beings. 
In John 15, Jesus talked about bearing fruit that proves you are His disciple. You can only bear His fruit by "abiding in Him" which means to live out His life through yours. "As a branch can only bear fruit as it abides in the tree itself, so you must abide in Me," Jesus says. "By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be My disciples. I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit that abides." 
NEW HEARTS - God promised that in the New Covenant age, when Christ had come, that His people would be given new hearts, with God's own Spirit within them, in order to obey His Word. Jesus' disciples are living proof of this promise. When you are born again by the Holy Spirit, receiving Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, you are enabled to produce the fruit of the Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit transfers you from the kingdom of darkness into God's kingdom of light, just as Christ Jesus came to set the captives free. His spiritual life lives through the lives of His disciples. We are new creations in Christ, enabled as true disciples to bear the fruit of the Spirit. 
NEW LIVES - "The unsaved sinner loves a salvation from hell," notes CH Spurgeon. "The true Christian loves a salvation from sin. Everyone desires to be saved from the pit, but it is only a child of God who pants to be saved from every false way. We love the gospel because it saves us, from selfishness, from pride, from lust, from wordliness, from bitterness, from malice, and from sloth." New life in Christ is His spiritual life lived through your life. Everything changes. 
Do not be deceived by today's false teachers and their gospel of worldly wisdom. "Do not be deceived," says 1Corinthians 6:9-20, "neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you."  Is this you? 
"But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God." Cleansed as new creations in Christ, "your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you. You are not your own. So glorify God in your body." 
NEW FRUITS - "What fruits are we bringing forth in our lives? What evidence does our life and words supply?" asks JC Ryle. "When a man does not bring forth fruit of the Spirit then he has not the Holy Spirit within him." Scripture gives us the test. Compare your life to God's Word:  
Galatians 5:16, "walk by the Spirit and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh, which are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealously, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, orgies, drunkenness and things like that. I warn you that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God." 
Ephesians 4 and Colossians 3 remind us of God's remedy: new life in Christ. Put off all those things associated with the old self and put on the new self, renewed in knowledge after the image of its Creator. Do not grieve the Holy Spirit, but trust and obey, being transformed by Him. 
FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT - Galatians 5 says, "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control." This is the life of Christ lived through you as you trust and obey His Word, by His power within you. Receive Him as Lord and Savior! 
"Recognizing our hopelessness and certain condemnation, Jesus Christ the judge of all human-kind underwent judgment for our sins," relates RK Hughes. "He became sin for us, offers us forgiveness for sins, and enables us to live a godly life in an upside-down world." Put all your trust in Him, and live out His new life without by the power of the Holy Spirit, as His true disciple! q

